
Operating In: Albuquerque · Bakersfield · Charleston · Dallas · Denver · Las Vegas · Miami · 
Orange County · Orlando · Phoenix · Riverside · Sacramento · Salt Lake City · Tampa · London

We would be happy to present on: Seminars, webinars, quick response teams, cargo, 
COGSA, and caremack.

Transportation Contact:
Jim Mahoney

M:602.363.0864  |  O: 602.900.1800  |  jmahoney@rlattorneys.com

FMCSA Regulations • Broker and Motor Carrier Operations and contracts • Carmack Amendment • 
COGSA • Independent Contractor Issues • Transactions • Injury Property Loss and Death Litigation
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TransporTaTion UnderwriTing services 

ReCenT HeADLineS
Hours of service violations and improper logs were the main violations for truckers during Roadcheck 2016, 
with truck and trailer brakes topping the list of equipment violations according to data released by the CVSA 
October 20th 2016.

These violations have already been introduced to 
the motor carrier’s CSA scores. That said…

Many insurance underwriters, pleased to have a 
new tool to give them data on potential target 
clients, are putting too much emphasis on blanket 
approaches to CSA scores.

This can mean missed underwriting opportunities 
or accepting poor underwriting ratios, and yearly 
turnover.

Too often if a motor carrier has even one CSA alert, 
even with an other wise profoundly good – yet 
unbeknownst to underwriters - Safety Management 
System, underwriters may miss a profit opportunity.

Carriers with two or more alerts or other marginal 
ratings are most often considered ineligible risks for 
many underwriters, regardless of loss ratios.

CSA data is receiving intense scrutiny by underwriters 
and now plays a disproportionately large role in the 
consideration and pricing of risk.

There are several ways CSA information can be 
misinterpreted by insurance writers.

That’s why we feel it’s important to work with our 
proprietary system: DOT Underwriting Remote Audit 
Services, which enables underwriters to make sure 

they’re using data correctly.

Our DOT Underwriting Remote Audit Services is 
a proprietary model developed with decades of 
motor carrier experience internal, practical risk 
management experience that systematically 
assesses the target’s safety management practices, 
offers quick turnaround consultative underwriter 
service, and can make improvements where 
deemed appropriate and necessary.

According to the FMCSA, safety can be achieved 
by all motor carriers by putting a valid, practical 
compliance model system in place – and monitored.

Our DOT Underwriting Remote Audit Services 
moves well beyond merely stating what a known 
safety violation is, to stating why it is or isn’t relevant 
to crashes or losses.

We also offer targeted refreshment of safety 
practices, company operations and driver policies.

Under our DOT Underwriting Remote Audit Services 
you will: (1) know a good risk from a poor risk; and, 
if requested (2) we can incorporate true safety 
measures into every aspect of your client’s business, 
regardless of type of cargo, length of haul, routing, 
age of fleet, experience of drivers or of management.

DOT UnDeRWRiTinG ReMOTe AUDiT SeRViCeS:
Correctly analyze the target for risks – done remotely. Assess and understand that risk in relation to perceived/ 
acceptable loss potential. If risk is acceptable, also available are sequential measurement and monitor 
services. If risk is potentially profitable over policy years and monitoring is indicated, we can also remotely 
implement solutions with prioritization of actions including general DOT safety compliance; hours of service 
remedial training; alcohol and drug compliance and control service; cargo securement; and more common 
recently, entry level driver training.
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We’d very much like to explore partnerships with your underwriters.
Compliance Audit • Vehicle Maintenance • Accident Management • Driver Logging • Hazmat Handling • Drug 
& Alcohol Program Management • Driver Qualification File Management • Policies & Procedures • Roles & 
Responsibilities • Qualification & Hiring • Training & Communication • Monitoring & Tracking • Meaningful 
Action CSA Performance Review • Crash Indicator • Driver Fitness • Hazardous Materials Compliance • Hours of 
Service Compliance • Unsafe Driving • Best Practice Evaluation • Current Best Practice Review • Recommended 
Implementations of Industry-Wide Best Practices

TransporTaTion LiTigaTion  
MiTigaTion and defense 
The trucking and transporation team at Resnick & Louis offers aggressive and experienced representation 
for a wide variety of matters concerning trucking companies, car rental companies, railroads, commercial 
lines, livery services, and other transportation organizations. Our attorneys represent commercial trucking 
companies and insurance carriers throughout the Southwest as well as Florida and South Carolina and 
possess an in-depth understanding of the transportation industry. They use this knowledge to provide clients 
with a comprehensive defense to reduce or eliminate liability on their behalf, including elements such as 
safety measures,training programs, vehicle inspections, and government compliance protocols.

We appreciate the effect claims, accidents, and litigation may have on our client’s businesses. Our attorneys 
have years of experience investigating and evaluating trucking litigation cases, from traffic violations to 
claims of personal injury. We understand the importance of performing a thorough investigation and 
providing our clients with a strategy for representation as quickly as possible while keeping them informed 
throughout each stage of their defense. Our attorneys have collectively tried and arbitrated hundreds of 
claims arising from personal and commercial auto accidents.

At Resnick & Louis, we stay up-to-date regarding the latest litigation and industry trends. Our attorneys 
understand the intricacies of the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration and U.S. Department of 
Transportation regulations, as well as the state laws and regulations faced by trucking and transportation 
companies and insurers.
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• Business structuring and organization

• Cargo and freight claims

• Commercial disputes

• Commercial transportation insurance/ insurance coverage matters

• Contract preparation, review and negotiation

• Document prparation  
 (Bills of landing, rate & load confirmations, tariffs, warehouse receipts)

• environmental sustainability regulations

• Transportation brokers

• equipment leases and acquisitions

• Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration notices of Claims

• Federal and state regulatory compliance

For information contact our Transportation and Trucking 
Chair Jim Mahoney at Direct Phone & Fax: 602-456-7563 or 

by email: jmahoney@rlattorneys.com
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TransporTaTion & TrUcking aTTorneys 
Resnick and Louis represents clients on a national, regional and local level in the transportation, trucking, 
shipping, cargo, property broker, freight forwarder, third-party logistics (3PL), inter modal, bus, taxi, private 
fleet, commuter railroad, aviation and airport businesses, including insurers of transportation companies. Our 
transportation practice lawyers support key organizations such as the Trucking Industry Defense Association, 
American Trucking Association, Arizona Trucking Association, American Bar Association and Transportation 
Lawyers Association.

Our team consistently tries cases to verdict and achieves favorable and quantifiable results for our clients, 
even when confronted with the most difficult circumstances and severe time constraints. We also appreciate 
the vastly different circumstances from human error to product inadequacy that transportation matters 
typically involve.

Our clients include; Swift Transportation, Knight Transportation, USXpress, Schilli Transportation, Central 
Freight Lines, Certified Stewart Transportation, Global Tranz, AON Insurance Brokers, Rhodes Transportation, 
YRC Worldwide, Stage Call Transportation, Moving Performance, Gallagher Bassett, Select 1 Transportation, 

Caesars Entertainment; Cosmopolitan Hotel; M Resort; Diamond Resorts; Tropicana; Lloyds of London 
Syndicates; State Farm; Liberty Mutual; Allstate; Starr; North American Specialty; First Specialty; Ironshore; 
United Specialty; James River; Kinsale; Attain; Ameriprise; MASCO; Acuity; Secura; Hallmark; Nevada Direct 
Insurance Company; Pure Insurance; Starr Companies; Fairmont Specialty; Republic Group; Zurich; National 
General Insurance Company; Arch; Century Surety; Aspen; RSUI; Indiana and Pennsylvania Lumberman’s 

Mutual Insurance Company; Houston Casualty; Great American; USAA; Chubb; The Hartford; Inter Hannover; 
CFC Underwriting; Hiscox; Golden Bear Insurance; Hallmark Financial Services; Main Street Group; Brit 
Insurance; HDI Global; Benchmark/Westcap Insurance; Philadelphia Insurance Company; United Fire/ 
Financial Pacific; Union Standard; United Automobile Insurance Company; Weather Shield; Nevada General 
Insurance Company; Cincinnati Insurance; National Lloyds; Amica; Houston Specialty; Global-Indemnity; 
Allied World; Hertz; Enterprise Rental Car; Federated Insurance Company; Valley Crest; Builders Insurance; 
Craft Brewery; Top Build; AIG; Michaels; Amerindrisk; Crescent Hotels;; Restaurant Depot; Dave & Busters; WE 
O’Neil Construction.
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Mahoney, James F. 
Jim Mahoney concentrates his practice in the Trucking and Transportation Industry. He is an attorney and 

expert consultant/witness, with a significant number of well-known and terrific large and small transportation 

clients. Jim offers expertise in: FMCSA regulatory compliance; trucking operations; transport risk management; 

litigation management including spoliation and document retention protocols; freight brokerage and 3PL 

operations and exposure; international and cross-border injury and cargo claims; trucking and freight broker 

insurance including captives, RRGs, high retentions and collateral; owner-operator issues; trucking Workers’ 

Comp and property loss.

Jim has extensive litigation experience, with approximately 50 first chair verdicts, and numerous trials; active 

license in Arizona, New York and New Jersey, state and federal courts; truck and auto liability, general liability, 

product liability, dram shop liability, Carmack Amendment and international cargo; Workers’ Comp litigation. 

Proven ability to reduce insurance and claim expense without compromise to quality.

Jim’s litigation expertise, however, is not limited to trucking accidents. His career highlights include litigated 

cases from premises liability to product liability, and from cargo losses contracts.

Altaffer, Michael 
Michael has a wide variety of experience in defending personal injury and property damage claim matters 

for insurance companies for over 30 years. He has trial experience in personal injury defense, property 

damage claim defense, insurance coverage litigation, construction defect litigation, fire loss litigation and 

subrogation litigation. He has successfully defended insurers in litigated insurance coverage cases and 

bad faith cases, including matters involving Morris/Damron/Peaton/Helme agreements, arising from first 

and third party insurance claims in state and federal court in Arizona as well as in arbitrated matters when 

required by insurance policies.

In addition to trial work, Michael has extensive experience in providing insurance company clients with 

evaluation, advice and counsel on all aspects of insurance coverage analysis, insurance coverage opinions, 

insurance claim investigations and claim handling with respect to first party and third party claims arising 

from commercial and personal lines of liability insurance, property insurance, and Uninsured and Underinsured 

Motorist Coverage insurance. He has reviewed and handled thousands of first party and third party bodily 

injury and property damage claims.

Over the years, Michael has given frequent presentations to insurers regarding claims handling practices, 

updates on legal issues, and Damron/Morris/Peaton/Helme agreements in Arizona.

Michael has received the Martindale-Hubbell Peer Review AV Rating for the past 20 years. He has been 

recognized as one of the Southwest Super Lawyers in 2015, 2016 and 2017 and is a member of Arizona Finest 

Lawyers. In 2017, he was recognized by America’s Top 100 Attorneys-Arizona.

Always active in the community, Michael has served on the Board of Directors for Stardust Non-Profit Building 

Supplies since 2015 and is currently the Chair-Elect for 2018.

Michael is licensed to practice law in Arizona, and has been admitted to United States Court of Appeals 9th 

Circuit.
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Axt, Brian C. 
Brian Axt focuses his practice on products liability, insurance coverage, professional liability, construction, 

defect, transportation defense, bodily injury defense, automobile liability, and general civil litigation. Prior 

to joining Resnick & Louis, he practiced in the State of New York where he handled complex construction 

accident, personal injury, premises, motor vehicle and products liability cases.

While in law school, Brian was on the Dean’s List for three semesters, was a member of the school’s National 

Trial Team and was also an Associate Editor of the Albany Law Journal of Science and Technology. Upon 

graduation, Brian was inducted into Albany Law School’s Justinian Society for students who graduate with 

honors.

Brian has obtained the dismissal of several cases on pre-trial motions in both State and Federal Court and 

has also achieved excellent results while representing his clients at arbitration, mediation and trial. Brian 

has tried & arbitrated numerous insurance cases and also has extensive experience handling wrongful 

death matters and representing business managers, insurance brokers and agents in professional liability, 

insurance and business litigation matters. 

Briggs, Sharon A.
Sharon focuses her practice on representing clients in Arizona in claims involving insurance defense, 

construction defect, professional liability, bodily injury involving automobiles/transportation and general civil 

litigation. Prior to joining Resnick & Louis, Sharon worked as a civil litigation associate at a national, full-service 

law firm as well as at a boutique firm specializing in medical malpractice defense. She began her legal 

career as a criminal prosecutor.

Sharon has secured the dismissal of many cases on pre-trial motions in both state and federal courts and 

also obtained excellent results for clients at arbitrations and mediations. She has also tried nearly 100 bench 

trials and 29 jury trials to verdict with a high rate of success.

While in law school, Sharon was on the Dean’s List for three semesters and participated in the Child Advocacy 

Clinic. She served as a Court Appointed Special Advocate for children in foster care for over eight years. Prior 

to her legal career, Sharon worked as a registered nurse, employed at several hospitals in Arizona, Texas, New 

Mexico, California and Connecticut.

Call, Gary W. 
Gary W. Call has nearly 25 years of experience, focusing his practice on automobile accidents, slip & fall, first 

party actions, professional liability, transportation litigation, medical malpractice, wrongful death and other 

personal injury-related actions.

Gary’s experience as a registered nurse give him unique insight related to patient needs and experiences in 

various accidents, which he uses to his clients’ benefit in building their case.

Additionally, Gary has concentrated on construction defect cases where he has represented both design 

professionals as well as contractors. Gary has also represented and defended major casino properties with 

regard to premises liability claims as well as general business claims.
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Chenier, Maurice L. 
Maurice received his Bachelor of Arts (B.A.) degree in Psychology, and a minor in Government from the 

University of San Francisco, in 1989. He received his Juris Doctorate (JD) from the University of Santa Clara 

School of Law in 1992. During law school, he was the Comment and Note of the Environmental and International 

Law Journal. After graduation, Mr. Chenier served as a Law Clerk to the Honorable Robert P. Aguilar, United 

States District Court Judge for the Northern District of California. Upon completion of his clerkship, Mr. Chenier 

was admitted to practice law in California in 1993.

Mr. Chenier worked for several defense firms prior to joining Resnick & Louis, where he worked primarily on 

civil litigation, trial and appellate matters. Mr. Chenier specializes in civil litigation and appellate matters.

His areas of practice include municipal litigation, employment litigation, catastrophic personal injury and 

wrongful death matters, light and heavy rail litigation, municipal entity defense, real estate litigation, products 

liability litigation and appellate matters. Mr. Chenier has over 19 years’ experience representing municipal 

entities. Mr. Chenier has tried cases involving claims of employment discrimination and harassment, 

products liability, construction defect and real estate fraud, breach of contract, lemon law, personal injury 

and municipal liability. Mr. Chenier is a member of the Ninth Circuit Pro Bono Appellate Counsel panel.

Over the years Mr. Chenier has provided quality representation to numerous clients. Representative clients 

include: the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority (MTA), Amtrak/Metrolink, the State 

of California (California Science Center), the City of Los Angeles Department of Airports, the County of 

Los Angeles, the City of Lynwood Planning Commission, the City of Lynwood Redevelopment Agency, the 

City of Lynwood, the Lynwood Unified School District, the City of Compton, the Water Replenishment District 

of Southern California (WRD), General Motors Corporation, Toyota Corporation, Adolf Coors Corporation, 

McDonnell Douglas Corporation, Denny’s Corporation, State Farm Insurance Co., Motorola Inc., and Spelling 

Entertainment.

Maurice is licensed to practice law in California.

Cueva, James A. 
James focuses his practice on insurance defense, bodily injury defense, and general civil litigation. James 

has extensive experience representing retail, restaurant, and hospitality clients, as well as manufacturers, 

in a variety of diverse matters, including premises liability, products liability, automobile liability, negligent 

security matters, employment defense, and civil rights. James has also defended clients in commercial 

litigation matters, including breach of contract, trademark infringement, and business torts. Prior to joining 

Resnick & Louis, P.C., James was a civil litigation attorney at a mid-sized regional insurance defense firm and 

a small boutique insurance defense firm in Miami, Florida.

While in law school at the University of Miami, James was a fellow of the James Weldon Johnson/Robert 

H. Waters Summer Institute. James also earned a number of academic and extracurricular honors such 

as Dean’s List Honors for the Fall 2000 semester, the CALI book award in Environmental Law and Dean’s 

Certificates of Achievement in Environmental Law and in a Seminar on Races, Ethnicities, and the Law. James 

was a winner of the 2003 Moot Court Board Client Counseling Competition and was a selected as a member 

of the Society of Bar & Gavel.

As part of his commitment to public service, Mr. Cueva has been an active member of the Miami-Dade 
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County Unsafe Structures Board since 2000 and has served as Chairman of the Board since 2002. James is 

an active member of the Knights of Columbus. Mr. Cueva is an avid college football fan, and enjoys fishing, 

sailing and spending time with his family.

Duthie, Tracee L. 
Ms. Duthie is admitted to practice law in both the State and Federal courts in Nevada. Her practice has 

been in general civil litigation, insurance defense litigation, additional insured litigation, construction defect 

litigation, personal injury, slip and fall, medical malpractice, product liability and HOA super priority lien.

Ms. Duthie has successfully settled numerous multi-million dollar litigation and also has trial experience in 

district and justice court. She has advocated both in the defense bar and plaintiff arena. She has also filed 

successful briefs before the Nevada Supreme Court. While Ms. Duthie was born in Spokane, Washington, she 

was raised in Fairbanks, Alaska. She later moved to Las Vegas, Nevada where Ms.Duthie graduated with a 

Bachelor of Science in Business Administration from the University of Nevada, Las Vegas, in 2000, with an 

emphasis in Human Resource Management. She received her Juris Doctorate in 2003, from John Marshall 

Law School in Chicago, Illinois.

While at the John Marshall Law School she was a member of The Journal for Computer and Information 

Technology, where she was the Production Editor for two years. She was also awarded Dean’s List Scholarship. 

Ms. Duthie completed extensive study in intellectual property law particularly copyrights and trademark 

infringement. Upon completion of law school, Ms. Duthie moved back to Las Vegas, Nevada where she has 

practiced. She was admitted to the Nevada State Bar in 2004.

Emge, Keith N. Jr. “Chip” 
In over 20 years of practice, Chip has handled a wide variety of legal cases, including complex and class 

action litigation. He has represented several Fortune 500 companies in product liability, premises liability and 

class action litigation. Chip’s practice includes construction and business as well as retail and hospitality 

litigation. An outgrowth of this practice has been Chip’s representation of attorneys and other professionals 

in malpractice cases. He has considerable experience at the trial and appellate level of the State and Federal 

Court systems. Chip is a certified mediator for both the State and Federal Courts in South Carolina, which 

provides a valuable perspective for the resolution of issues for his clients. He is also “AV Preeminent” rated 

by Martindale-Hubbell. Since 2014, he has been selected by his peers for inclusion in the Best Lawyers in 

America®

Following law school, Chip clerked for the Honorable Falcon B. Hawkins, Chief Judge, United States District 

Court for the District of South Carolina. He is admitted to practice before all State and Federal Courts in South 

Carolina and is a member of the Virginia Bar.

Faircloth, Michael S. 
Michael is a litigation attorney with 15 years experience representing a diverse group of clients including 

Physicians, Hospitals, Developers, Contractors, Subcontractors, Design Professionals, Homeowner’s 

Associations and businesses ranging from sole proprietors to Fortune 500 Companies.
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Michael has extensive experience with drafting construction contracts for subcontractors and general 

contractors. He has managed complex civil litigation files including national class action litigation, professional 

liability cases and medical malpractice defense from case inception through trial.

Prior to working at Resnick & Louis Michael was responsible for managing a heavy caseload of litigation files 

from case inception through trial representing residential and commercial construction industry clientele in 

construction related disputes and insurance bad faith litigation matters.

Frase, John A. 
John Frase is an experienced, results-oriented attorney who focuses his practice primarily on civil litigation, 

environmental law and employment law. He possesses impressive skills in mediation, conflict avoidance 

and resolution, risk management and negotiation. John is also well versed in all aspects of the legal process, 

successfully providing his clients with desired results from start to finish.

John has represented clients regarding professional liability, products liability and transportation defense as 

well as construction litigation including contractual compliance, indemnity, defective claims and insurance 

coverage issues. John has extensive experience handling wrongful death matters and representing business 

managers, insurance brokers and agents in professional liability, insurance and business litigation matters. He 

has handled multiple complex cases and helped develop insurance based portfolio of business representing 

insurance companies and their insureds (policy holders).

.John is very experienced in representing governmental clients and has worked with the Arkansas Department 

of Environmental Quality as well as the New Mexico Public Defender Department. Throughout his career he has 

represented several governmental and public entities, including the New Mexico Environment Department, 

hospitals, the Tulane Environmental Law Clinic and more.

Gonzales, Stephen L. 
Steve’s practice is largely devoted to civil litigation and focuses on commercial disputes, construction defect 

claims and bodily injury claims. Steve has served as first chair in dozens of trials and administrative hearings. 

He is “BV” rated by Martindale-Hubble.

Steve recently completed a term as the Chair of the New Mexico Supreme Court Disciplinary Board, on 

which he served as a member for six years. He now uses his expertise in professional licensing and ethics 

matters to represent doctors, nurses, engineers, surveyors, pharmacists and other licensed professionals 

before licensing boards and commissions.

Guelker, Gary R.
Gary is an accomplished attorney with sixteen years of civil litigation experience, including discovery, motion 

practice, mediation, trials, and appeals. He has a proven ability to independently handle cases in an effective 

and efficient manner.

Gary has substantial experience in all aspects of civil litigation from case intake through final disposition of 

trial and appeal. He has significant experience in a wide array of legal areas, including employment law, civil 

rights, personal injury, contract disputes and health care law.
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Heineman, Kristin L. 
Kristin is an experienced trial attorney with extensive knowledge in civil litigation. She focuses her practice 

primarily on insurance defense, specializing in personal injury, property damage, dangerous condition, 

negligent entrustment, premises liability and general civil litigation. Prior to joining Resnick & Louis, she was 

partner at a boutique insurance defense firm in Orange County representing multiple Fortune 500 rental car 

and insurance companies with great success. Kristin prides herself on her work ethic, integrity, analytical 

problem solving, attention to detail and charismatic personality. Her unique set of litigation skills consistently 

leads to the expedient and equitable resolution of cases for her clients.

Kristin received her Bachelor of Science degree in Business Marketing, magna cum laude, in 2003 from San 

Diego State University and Juris Doctor degree from Chapman University School of Law in 2006. While in law 

school, she received the ENLURE Certificate (Environmental, Land Use, Real Estate), Golden Quill Writing Award 

and invitation to sit on Moot Court Honor Board.

Jones, Prescott T. 
Prescott Jones is a partner at Resnick & Louis. He practices primarily in the areas of Construction Litigation, 

Business Law, Cannabis Law, and Real Estate Litigation.

Prescott frequently handles complex litigation and was the handling associate for one of the largest class 

action construction defect matters in Nevada history. Additionally, he personally represents and advises 

Nevada companies of all sizes in general corporate matters, entity formation, contract negotiation, and 

complex litigation. Prescott also represents and advises Nevada homeowners associations in matters 

addressing collections, foreclosures, and superiority liens.

Prescott has worked with cannabis entities throughout the United States and Canada on complex matters 

such as licensing agreements, joint ventures, purchase and sale agreements, and entity formation.

While in law school, he served as a Publications Editor for the Buffalo Law Review, a Senior Member of the 

Buffalo Moot Court Board, and a Senior Associate Member of the Jessup Moot Court Board. He graduated 

from law school in 2009 in the top quarter of his class and was admitted to the Nevada Bar the same year. 

Prescott Jones is “AV” rated 4.8/5.0 on Martindale-Hubbell for Business Law; Construction Litigation; General 

Civil Litigation. Prescott is admitted to and has appeared in all Nevada courts, including the Nevada Supreme 

Court and the United States District Court for the District of Nevada.

Lindberg, Dean D. 
Dean has extensive experience in many areas of litigation, most notably with trucking & automobile personal 

injury accidents. He has also represented national retail stores regarding premises liability, which has included 

slip/trip & falls, false arrest and construction site accidents. In other large loss cases, Dean has represented 

clients regarding professional liability, products liability and transportation defense as well as construction 

litigation including contractual compliance, indemnity, defective claims and insurance coverage issues.

Dean has tried over 25 cases, presented over 350 cases in arbitration and mediated more than 300 cases 

throughout his career. He was rated as an AV trial attorney for his work representing clients of Liberty Mutual 
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Insurance, Golden Eagle and Safeco. Dean was also a court appointed arbitrator for Marin, Alameda and San 

Francisco Counties and acted as an arbitrator in more than 100 cases.

Lloyd, James M. 
James is an experienced Trial Attorney/Manager in all phases of complex litigation including Personal 

Injury, Products Liability, Professional Liability, Employment Law, Environmental Law, Asbestos/Toxic Tort, 

Catastrophic Loss, Premises Liability, Construction Defect, and Assault/Rape Liability. He also has experience 

in business and contractual law, including ERISA issues, Contract Review, Insurance Indemnity, Coverage, 

and Bad Faith Litigation. Additionally, James has engaged in Appellate work and is well versed in developing 

flows of business. James has been practicing law for 30+ years in New York, New Jersey, and for the last 11 

years in California

He is a former Managing Attorney for Major US Property and Casualty Insurance Carriers. Just before joining 

Resnick & Louis, James managed the general liability team at the Southern California Staff Counsel Offices for 

AIG Insurance, with case handling from Los Angeles to the border of Mexico, including cases in Los Angeles, 

Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino, Imperial, and San Diego counties. He also works pro bono representing 

disabled children and their families through the complicated process of obtaining services mandated by 

Federal and State Law. develop flows of business and assisted in maintaining a varied case load.

James is licensed to practice law in California, New York and New Jersey.

McDonald, Patrick J. 
Patrick’s areas of concentration include construction litigation, insurance defense, business formation and 

litigation, real estate disputes and wills and estates. As a former in-house counsel to one of the world’s 

largest construction management companies and founder of SC Construction Law, Patrick is well-versed in 

all facets of the construction industry. Patrick has appeared in state and federal courts as well as numerous 

mediations and arbitrations. He has actively represented owners, developers, design professionals, general 

contractors, subcontractors, suppliers, sureties, manufacturers, homeowner associations and many other 

general business clients in various matters. Patrick prides himself on closely interacting with his clients to 

help achieve a successful outcome.

Patrick is licensed to practice in the South Carolina, Michigan and the United States District courts. Patrick 

graduated with a Bachelor of Arts degree in Political Science with a minor in English from John Carroll 

University and a law degree from the University of Detroit, where he was Managing Editor of In Brief and was 

awarded a Presidential Scholarship. Patrick has been a frequent lecturer on construction law issues in South 

Carolina.

Patrick is rated “AV Preeminent” by Martindale-Hubbell. This is the highest possible rating and a testament 

to the fact that a lawyer’s peers rank him at the highest level of professional excellence. Patrick has also had 

the honor of being a guest lecturer for many South Carolina continuing legal education programs regarding 

construction and real estate related matters.

Patrick resides on Daniel Island, South Carolina with his wife Kathleen and their four children.
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Murphy, Christopher L. 
Chris is accomplished civil litigator, focusing on the areas of real property issues, auto tort liability, construction 

matters and general government tort defense. Chris has litigated hundreds of cases in State, Federal and 

Magistrate courts, and has also argued before the South Carolina Appellate and Supreme Courts. While in 

law school, Chris was a Law Student Intern for the United States District Court and also a member of the 

College Budget Management Committee and the College Student Senate.

Christopher has extensive experience with property and cargo damage claims. Litigation involving tractor 

trailers, large transports rail cars, automobiles and other mass transport. He has handled Trailer interchange 

issues, spoliation and electronic discovery issues and MCS-90 endorsement issues.

Chris is a Certified Mediator and Certified Arbitrator in South Carolina, as well as an approved member for 

the C.J.A. Panel and the South Carolina Council for Conflict Resolution.

Osgood, John T. 
John T. Osgood is a civil litigator with vast experience handling complex commercial disputes, personal injury 

and premises liability claims, insurance coverage disputes, bad faith claims asserted against insurance 

carriers, and construction defect claims in Colorado and other jurisdictions. In his thirteen years as an attorney 

in Denver, John has managed numerous cases through trial and appeal in state and federal trial courts 

across the country, and has also represented clients in state and federal trial courts across the country, and 

has also represented clients in business disputes before various arbitration tribunals.

John received his Juris Doctorate from the Syracuse University School of Law, where he served as an Executive 

Editor of the Syracuse Law Review. Prior to attending law school, John was a four-year letterman on the 

varsity baseball team at Cornell University, earning All-Ivy League honors as a utility player in 1998. It is this 

experience as a college athlete that John views as his most reliable resource in the practice of law. The in-

game strategy in baseball often mirrors that in a complex legal matter, requiring quick thinking and execution 

to ultimately produce the best, and most cost-efficient result for his most important teammates – his clients.

John is an active member of the Denver community. He is a member of the Colorado State Bar, the Arapahoe 

County Bar Association, and the Colorado Defense Lawyers Association. John is also a proud supporter of the 

Epilepsy Foundation of Colorado.

John is married and has two children. He enjoys running and supporting his children in their developing 

athletic careers in his free time.

Peace, Kenneth J. 
Ken has been providing quality legal services to his clients since 1997. He has a wide array of general civil 

litigation experience including, but certainly not limited to Insurance Coverage, Insurance Defense, Premises 

Liability, Dram Shop, Commercial Litigation, Products Liability, Business Advice and Litigation, Probate and 

Trust Disputes, Elder Abuse, and Trustee and Private Fiduciary Advice and Litigation.

Over the past 19 years, Ken has focused his practice on litigation and resolving disputes as expediently and 

efficiently as possible. If the matter does lead to litigation, Ken is prepared to do what is necessary to get 
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the best results possible. Ken has conducted numerous contested hearings, bench trials, and jury trials with 

significant appellate experience.

Prior to graduating from law school, utilizing detailed financial analysis, Ken traded fixed income securities 

for the largest clearing firm on Wall Street. Ken’s trading and legal experience have given him a foundation to 

understand complex financial and accounting issues, which he utilizes in practice today. Ken’s legal success 

stems from his dedication to finding an efficient and effective resolution of his clients’ disputed issues. 

Ken educates, counsels and guides each client through the litigation process so they can make informed 

decisions, and takes pride in building strong relationships with his clients. He not only understands the law 

but understands his clients’ present and future concerns and goals.

Ken has experience representing clients from individuals to Fortune 500 companies in state and federal 

courts;involving matters ranging from multi-billion dollar complex accounting/legal malpractice cases to 

car accident cases.

Ken has defended transportation clients in catastrophic injury, personal injury, wrongful death, and property 

loss claims and lawsuits on a local, regional and national basis. His experience includes handling all types 

of cases, from the multiple party catastrophic cases that demand a seasoned trial lawyer with decades of 

experience to the more routine case involving smaller or moderate exposure.

Ken joined Resnick & Louis three years ago and his experience and expertise have continued to grow and 

develop. Ken currently dedicates approximately 50% of his time handling general liability and bodily injury 

defense cases, many with exposure in excess of $1 million. Ken also is a Judge Pro Tempore and sits on the 

civil, probate and family law bench from time to time.

For construction clients, Ken litigates and resolves matters relating to additional-insured coverage, liability 

shifting like owner-controlled insurance programs (“OCIP”), excess insurance coverage, deductibles, self-

insured retentions, and other issues that frequently arise in construction-defect litigation.

Ken is married and has two children. He enjoys playing his guitar, scuba diving, and spending time with his 

family.

Rice, Robert J.
Robert J. Rice is an experienced insurance defense attorney working in commercial litigation matters 

including defense of government agencies, government tort claims act, and general civil defense for AIG. 

He was senior staff counsel for in house commercial business management companies and provided the 

defense of premises liability, FEHA and general civil litigation on behalf of the commercial property owners.

Robert has worked with property owners and developers in California State and Federal courts including 

homeowner associations, land use ligation and knowledge of Subdivision Map Act. He also has significant 

experience in public works construction litigation.

Respresentative Cases
Obtained summary judgement, costs and the dismissal of all claims on behalf of the manufacturer of an oil 

lubrication system in a products liability action that involved a fire occuring in a harvester that resulted in the 

total loss of the harvester.

Obtained a defense verdict on behalf of corporate client at arbitration that involved allegations of negligence 

in causing a motor vehicle accident.
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Obtained a defense verdict on behalf of corporate client at the trial of a property damage action that 

involved allegations of negligently disposing of a motor vehicle at a recycling facility.

Obtained summary judgment and the dismissal of a breach of contract action that was based upon the 

failure to pay a termination fee pursuant to a commercial lease.

Obtained summary judgment on behalf of a general contractor on its contractual indemnification claim 

against its hired subcontractor, including the reimbursement of $90,000 in attorneys’ fees in a construction 

litigation action.

Rohfeld, Michael D. 

Mike is an experienced civil defense attorney with over 30 years of litigation experience. Of that time, Mike 

has spent over 25 years working as in-house counsel for two nationally known insurance companies. His 

experience includes both personal and commercial lines cases encompassing personal injury, transportation 

litigation, professional liability and construction defect matters.

Michael represents transportation clients in all aspects of employment law disputes, defending discrimination 

claims as well as wage and salary disputes. He also represent employers in their workers’ compensation 

cases. Michael has advised clients in the event of hazardous material spills or releases, claims of water and 

soil contamination, clean-up obligations, and various environmental compliance matters.

Mike is an excellent negotiator and has hands-on experience in all phases of litigation from pre-filing claims 

analysis to each step of the litigation process. Mike has worked with and maintains relationships with many of 

the major case mediators and retired judges in the state and has an excellent record of efficiently resolving 

his cases and obtaining beneficial results for his clients.

In addition to Mike being licensed to practice in all California Courts, Mike is also licensed to practice in all 

Federal courts in the State of California.

Silva, Dirk E. 
Dirk has specialized in civil litigation including insurance defense, mortgage banking, commercial litigation 

and real estate litigation. He has handled more than 1000 cases over the course of 28 years as a practicing 

attorney. Dirk has represented clients concerning legal disputes and real estate contracts.

He has also represented clients in government administrative hearings including the California Division of 

Labor and Standards Enforcement and the United States Bureau of Land Management. Dirk has extensive 

experience in advising clients concerning business transactions, claim liability, the advisability of prosecuting 

and defending lawsuits, and legal rights and obligations.

Dirk understands both the legal industry as well as the insurance industry. Prior to joining Resnick & Louis, 

Dirk was field legal counsel for Liberty Mutual Insurance Company and staff counsel for Safeco Insurance 

Company.

Dirk is licensed to practice law in California and Texas.
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Siotos, Dean J. 
Dean J. Siotos, Managing Partner for Texas, has more than 21 years’ experience in litigation, Dean aggressively 

protects his clients’ interests in cases including construction defect, professional liability, product liability, 

environmental, premises liability, commercial/business disputes and high-exposure personal injury litigation, 

including transportation, medical liability, and numerous wrongful death cases.

Having served clients individually, as staff counsel for a national insurance carrier, and also within the 

structure of a law firm, Dean recognizes the value of developing strong client relationships and maintaining 

personal involvement in the case, from inception to disposition.

Dean handles comprehensive representation to both local and national shippers, brokers and carriers in 

Texas and across the United States. Dean helps clients handle a variety of transportation law issues, including 

contract negotiations, loss and damage cargo claims, and litigation and appeals in state and federal courts.

Dean strives to provide the necessary information and analysis to empower the client to determine the most 

favorable, efficient and economical litigation strategy. Dean’s extensive experience additionally enables him 

to discern those circumstances in which a coordinated strategy, among several parties to the litigation, 

will best serve the client’s interest, and work with other counsel toward the desired result. Dean’s practical 

approach to litigation resulted in the ALM/Verdict Search top Texas construction defense verdict for 2015.

Dean has conducted nearly eighty jury and bench trials in venues all across Texas and is admitted to practice 

in all Texas federal districts.

Squire, Robert J. 
Rob Squire, the managing partner of our Florida offices focuses his practice on complex tort litigation including 

premises liability, products liability, auto, real estate and title defense and negligent security matters. He 

represents retail, restaurant, and hospitality clients, as well as manufacturers, in a variety of diverse matters. 

Rob represents clients nationwide and has significant experience handling matters in federal and state 

courts, both at the trial and appellate level.

Rob has handled logistics providers in bodily injury and cargo loss litigation, including large clients such as 

Macy’s and JcPenney’s. Rob has provided full service solutions for issues that affect consignees confronted 

with the many challenges of delivering, transporting, storing, and receiving freight and commercial goods. 

Rob has helped business entities to obtain tax and insurance benefits, liability protection, transportation 

operational efficiencies, and regulatory compliance.

Rob is listed in the Super Lawyers Magazine in 2012-2015 as a “Rising Star” in Personal Injury General Litigation: 

Defense. Rob has also published several works and lectures throughout the country. He was recently published 

in the ABA’s “From the Trenches Tips and Strategies from the Nations’ top 21 Trial Lawyers.”

Strassburg, Roger W. 
For over 30 years, Roger has tried complex injury and commercial cases in state and federal courts nationwide 

including Arizona, Nevada, Ohio, Oklahoma and Maryland. He has extensive experience in construction defect, 

professional liability, transportation defense, personal injury, insurance, product defect, real estate, death and 

class action & mass action tort cases.
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Roger has handled complex personal injury claims with relation to trademark and copyright claims. Roger 

has both litigation and counseling on a wide variety of media law and First Amendment issues, including 

libel, slander, online defamation, defamation removal, social media harassment, privacy, news gathering, 

challenges to governmental and private regulations of speech, commercial speech, advertising, copyright, 

and Internet and e-commerce. Roger has successfully defended both insureds and insurance companies in 

advertising claims involving copyright and trademark. Roger understands real estate law and the intricacies 

of commercial and residential real estate transactions. Roger has represented the title insurance industry and 

insured purchasers and lenders in all aspects of title insurance coverage and related title claims litigation.

Roger appreciates the effect claims, accidents, and litigation may have on his clients’ businesses. Roger 

has over 30 years of experience investigating and evaluating trucking litigation cases, from traffic violations 

to claims of personal injury. He understands the importance of performing a thorough investigation and 

providing his clients with a strategy for representation as quickly as possible while keeping them informed 

throughout each stage of their defense. Roger offers aggressive and experienced representation for a wide 

variety of matters concerning trucking companies, car rental companies, railroads, commercial lines, livery 

services, and other transportation organizations.

Roger has successfully defended public agencies and private companies from environmental and other tort 

claims. Today he focuses his practice on the application of technology to litigation to maximize results and 

reduce costs for his clients.

Tindall, Randall W. 
Randall has been working with and defending insurance clients for nearly 20 years. He has extensive litigation 

experience and has worked closely with hospitality, casino, pharmaceutical and automotive clients such as 

Wynn Resorts, MGM and other premier Las Vegas resorts. Randall focuses his practice primarily on large-

loss cases and has successfully obtained verdicts in several cases regarding matters such as wrongful 

death, traffic accidents and bad faith. He has also worked as the head of risk management departments 

and therefore has invaluable insight into this side of insurance defense. Additionally, Randall has used his 

knowledge and experience to mentor junior attorneys and ensure quality work product and representation 

throughout the firm.
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Operating In: Albuquerque · Bakersfield · Charleston · Dallas · Denver · Las Vegas · Miami · 
Orange County · Orlando · Phoenix · Riverside · Sacramento · Salt Lake City · Tampa · London

We would be happy to present on: Seminars, webinars, quick response teams, cargo, 
COGSA, and caremack.

Transportation Contact:
Jim Mahoney

M:602.363.0864  |  O: 602.900.1800  |  jmahoney@rlattorneys.com

FMCSA Regulations • Broker and Motor Carrier Operations and contracts • Carmack Amendment • 
COGSA • Independent Contractor Issues • Transactions • Injury Property Loss and Death Litigation


